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This Photo Gallery has been set up to display the photographic talents of our members. If you•d like to submit a
photograph, please e-mail iml-photographs@mountaineering.ie. All images on a hillwalking, climbing or mountains
theme gratefully received. When sending photos, please provide full captions and the photographer•s name. We
regularly need photos for the Log,for our website, leaflets, etc, and, while we can•t pay for photos, we will ensure that
photographers are credited and that photos or slides are returned. If you•d like to join our regular panel of
photographers, please e-mail iml_mci@eircom.net and, when we need a specific shot, we•ll send out a request to all
on the panel.
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Well, we all ‘know’ this instinctively and, if we
needed any justification for our activities, this has
now been confirmed in a recent editorial in the
prestigious British Medical Journal, which stated
that even low-intensity exercise such as walking on
the flat is associated with better health.

The author of the editorial, a Professor of
Sports Sciences, said that the evidence that
physical activity improves health is convincing but
that we do not know how to increase involvement
in sport among the population, so that it is only
taken up on a regular basis by a small proportion of
the population. Various intensive programmes
have been developed in several countries to
increase the amount of physical activity that adults
and children engage in and now a recent review in
Scotland has shown that such interventions can
increase the amount of walking that people do in
the long term. The authors of this study state that
the challenge is to make politicians work for an
environment that promotes walking.

This is something that we can all agree with,
I’m sure, and it is part of the rationale that the MCI
is using to encourage the government to improve
the access to upland areas. During the run up to
the election, the MCI held a press conference in
Dublin to outline its Access Policy in response to
the draft legislation published by the Labour Party,
the Access to the Countryside Bill 2007. An edited
version of the press release that was issued at that
press conference is reproduced on page 5 of this
issue of the Mountain Log. With the elections over
now, it is evident that we will need to keep

lobbying the politicians if we are to progress the
issue of improving access to the uplands,
something that can only benefit the whole nation,
health-wise. We also report on a meeting that was
held in the north between the MCI and various
other parties interested in the issue of access to the
countryside there. (See ‘Which Way Next?’ on page
8.) There was an impressive amount of common
ground between the different parties represented
at that meeting, in their perception of the issues
and of the ways that those issues needed to be
addressed. Clearly we are better off if we can work
with like-minded groups in trying to improve
access to the uplands.

Important as it is, access is only one aspect of
our sport that the MCI needs to be promoting, and
in this issue of the Log we also focus on the
importance of being properly trained to undertake
what are potentially dangerous activities in the
hills. If it needed to be, this was emphasised by the
fact that eight individuals in four parties had to be
rescued recently on Lugnaquillia in one weekend
by the Mountain Rescue Teams. MCI’s Training
Officer, Tim Orr, highlights the importance of
being properly trained for the hills and outlines the
training that is available. The MCI’s ethos is that
people going into upland areas should be properly
prepared in terms of both equipment and training,
so that they are capable of engaging in our sport
independently and safely.

Patrick O’Sullivan
Editor
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Walking is good for you!

Editorial

Art’s Lough on Cloghernagh, below Lugnaquillia.
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The Mountaineering Council of Ireland (MCI)
represents over 9,000 members living all over the
country. Access to the hills is fundamental to our
activities and to the tens of thousands of Irish
people and visitors who quietly and sustainably use
the upland and coastal areas of Ireland throughout
the year. Hillwalking has been shown to be of direct
economic benefit to rural areas on a year-round
basis as well as massively contributing to the
physical health and social wellbeing of the
population.

The policy of the MCI is for open, unrestricted
access on foot to the unenclosed hill and coastal
areas of Ireland, with a footpath network leading
from the public roads and car parks through the
enclosed fields out onto the open hillsides.

The membership of the MCI has no wish to
wander on arable or improved land, go through
farmyards or walk past farmers’ front doors. It is the
freedom of the hills we seek, not blind alleys of
confrontation. The MCI fully recognises
landowners’ rights and our proposals will not in any
way change the legal ownership of land.

The MCI has been an active partner for over
three years on Comhairle na Tuaithe (CnaT),
established by Minister Éamon Ó Cuív TD to
prepare a Countryside Recreation Strategy,
including the priority issue of access to the
countryside. The MCI continues to work alongside
all other interested parties in the hope that the
access needed by the membership of the MCI will
be achieved through a partnership with farmers and
other landowners. However, unlike every other
country in Europe, access to the countryside in
Ireland is becoming more limited and we cannot
wait indefinitely for agreement if there is no
genuine commitment to achieving it. We therefore
welcome the interest of the Labour Party and the
publication of their draft Access Bill 2007. We
believe that legislation may have to be pursued if a
genuine commitment to access agreements
through partnership is not quickly evident. We
therefore call on Minister Ó Cuív to immediately
publish his proposals for opening up access to the
countryside.

The MCI is confident that this can be achieved
both through a trail network – as already
announced, but which fails to address upland
access – and through the provision of access to
open uplands areas. The MCI urges the Irish
Farmers’ Association (IFA), the Irish Creamery Milk
Suppliers’ Association (ICMSA) and the Irish Cattle
and Sheep Farmers’ Association (ICSA) and other
landowners including the state to respond
positively.

The MCI supports the principle that any
possibility of liability should be removed from
landowners who provide access. We support and
encourage payments to farmers for trail
maintenance and the role of the Rural Social

Scheme in this regard but we are opposed to
payment for access as such. We see opportunities
for farmers to develop secure car parks and
appropriate facilities (which may include campsites,
changing areas, toilets and showers) and charge
appropriately for their usage (as some have already
done). The MCI would welcome the provision of
enhanced rural development funding support for
farmers wishing to diversify along these lines. In
addition, the MCI calls on local authorities and
central government to support a warden service for
busy areas to ensure farmers are not
inconvenienced by recreational users.

In summary, the MCI believe that a national
countryside access system should be created with
the following key principles:
• Co-ordination of countryside access to be the

responsibility of a representative national
structure as set out in the National Countryside
Recreation Strategy.

• A national, low level, trail network so that all
communities have access to off-road walking.
This could be achieved through the
Department of Community, Rural and
Gaeltacht Affairs’ recently announced
proposals, though we have suggested some
significant amendments to this.

• An access path network connecting public
roads and car parks to the open hill and coastal
land. These could be public rights of way,
leased paths or permissive paths agreed with
the landowner, with any occupier’s liability
responsibilities transferred to the local
authority.

• A legal framework for access to unenclosed
uplands and coastal areas where there is either
minimal or no active farming practices apart
from rough grazing. This legal framework will
ensure that there is no liability on the
landowner for the safety of recreational users.

• A statutory right of access on foot to all publicly
owned land, except where necessary for
environmental or security reasons.

• A system for payments to landowners for
maintenance of stiles, signs, etc.

• A local authority management system for busy
and popular areas, with on-the-ground
wardens to liaise with and support local
landowners.

• An education and advisory service to ensure
recreational users know where to go and
adhere to the principles of ‘Leave No Trace.’
Hillwalking and mountaineering offer a real

solution to the need for sustainable tourism, to the
health and obesity crisis, and to supporting
declining direct farm incomes and declining rural
economies. It is not the preserve of a few but an
opportunity for all, which can be achieved with the
leadership of the government in partnership with
the farmers and landowners and the recreational
community.

The MCI is now seeking to build on its
network of access/environmental representatives
in MCI-affiliated clubs throughout Ireland. It is
important that this network supports the work of
the MCI office and the Access & Conservation
Committee at local, regional and national level.
Following the departure of Access & Conservation
Officer Helen Lawless earlier this year the MCI has
worked hard to fill this position. We hope to have
a new officer in place within the next few months.
This position is central to the MCI moving forward
in partnership with all other stakeholders to
address access to upland areas in Ireland.

Declan O’Keeffe, President
Dawson Stelfox, Chairperson
Stuart Garland, Chief Officer
Mountaineering Council of Ireland

Delivering on access for hillwalkers
MCI policy statement on access to the countryside

PHOTO: HELEN LAWLESS
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News in Brief

Tom Crean lives!
For those interested in polar
exploration history, this one-man show
by Aidan Dooley really brings Tom
Crean alive. Kerryman Crean, the famed
‘unsung hero’ of Antarctic exploration
in Michael Smith’s excellent book,
played a significant role in three British
polar expeditions, serving with Scott
and Shackleton and finally coming back
to marry and settle in Anascaul, where
he and his wife ran the South Pole Inn
until his death in 1938 of a burst
appendix at the age of 61. The first part
of the show, which has Crean outlining
events in his second polar expedition,
including Scott’s tragic death so close to
safety, was the stronger part. In the
second part of the show, Crean’s role in
the third polar expedition and the
events leading to his eventual return to
Kerry are reviewed in a somewhat
predictable way. This award-winning
show is nonetheless entertaining
throughout and Aidan Dooley gives an
impressive performance, well worth
seeing when it comes round again.

Wee Adventure Film
Festival
The Wee Adventure Film Festival (WAFF)
will be held next year in Dublin on 7th
February. The organisers want the WAFF
to be a showcase of outdoor sports
enthusiasts’ adventures this summer. If
you are into climbing, bouldering,
mountain-running, kayaking, or
whatever, make a short film of your
activities (maximum length 5 mins),
submit it and the best of them will be
shown at the forthcoming Wee
Adventure Film Festival early next year.

You can get more details from the
Wee Adventure Film Festival’s website at
www.waff.ie.
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“I went to the MCI stand at the
Outdoor Expo in the RDS to find
out about rock-climbing but I
ended up rock-lifting!” says MCI’s
new Members’ Support Officer,
Ciara Hinksman. Returning home
to Ireland after living abroad and
travelling for several years, Ciara set
out to pursue her interest in the
outdoors. Initially, she joined
Mountain Meitheal, the volunteer
conservation group that works to
sustain forest and mountain trails,
primarily in the Wicklow uplands.
She so enjoyed her experiences
there that she is now an executive
member of the group. Realising
how effective and socially cohesive
volunteering can be, she co-
ordinated a woodland restoration
project in her own locale aimed at
restoring an overgrown and
underused woodland area. This
was achieved with the combined
efforts of local residents, CVI and
Fingal County Council, in what was
a vital community initiative.

Most recently Ciara worked as
an underwriter for an international
insurance company. While there,
she created a volunteer scheme to
support staff members in going out
to volunteer in the community.
During this time, she also
completed a foundation course in
art therapy with the Crawford
College of Art and Design in Cork
and went on to complete training
as a community arts facilitator,
working with at-risk groups in north Dublin.

Ciara’s vision for the MCI is to strengthen and
strategically increase its volunteer base to build
solid foundations for the future. Speaking of her
new appointment, she said: “I’m really excited to
be doing something I believe in. My aim as
Members’ Support Officer is to provide tangible
support to the mountaineering community, to
listen to members’ needs and to put effective local
structures in place to meet those needs.”

She added: “My hope is to expand and
develop the volunteering aspect of the MCI by
creating an organised and structured way for
members to get involved with the organisation. My
approach is energetic, practical and fun. I hope to
expand the membership of the MCI while building
on the sense of community among walkers and
climbers in Ireland. I’m optimistic that the MCI has

a bright future and I am committed to providing a
top-notch service to our members.”

After graduating as a BA in sociology and
french, Ciara worked as a French-speaking
customer services representative for an airline
before leaving to take over as production manager
of a magazine.

Ciara has hiked the Inca Trail in Peru,
participated in adventure sports while travelling in
France, South America, India, Australia and South
Africa, and is a PADI-certified diver. She enjoys
walking throughout Ireland and the UK and can
often be found at the weekends swinging a
mattock with Mountain Meitheal in the Wicklow
Mountains.

• Ciara can be contacted on (01) 625 1115 or by
email at: ciara@mountaineering.ie

MCI appoints Members’
Support Officer

Ciara Hinksman, MCI’s new Members’ Support Officer.

News



Tim Orr

Last summer, sitting beside a refreshing stream in
the Alps on my own, rehydrating myself and
cooling my long-suffering feet, I lay back and
stared across to the peak where I had spent the
previous fifteen hours. My eyes closed against the
warm sun and, as I felt a cool breeze sweep down
from the ice fields above, my mind relaxed and I
drifted into a contented sleep.

I can think of a number of places where I
would feel uncomfortable finding myself alone,
such as standing in front of a roomful of empty
seats and hoping that I had told people a different
date! But that kind of being alone is not the same
as the feeling you get on a mountain. Time alone
on the mountain is time for reflection and for
getting to understand yourself better.

The journey to being able to call oneself a
mountaineering instructor is not so difficult if you
are passionate, willing, open to experience and
know yourself. As a full-time mountaineering

instructor, I have often heard the
comment that “It must be the best job
in the world” or “How lucky you are to
be able to work at your hobby.” Often,
when I heard this, I would wonder
whether I had a real job, but now, after
twenty years, I am happy to just smile
and say “Yeah, it’s great!”

Mountaineering has always
had a degree of competitiveness in it –
look at the race for the summits in the
early years of alpinism and the
importance of having your name
beside “your” climb in the guidebook
or of being able to say “It only took me
six hours.” This competitiveness helps
to drive the sport forward and to
overcome new challenges, but this is
different to the passion that helps to
make a good mountaineering
instructor.

At one end of the mountain-
eering experience spectrum there is
the mountain skills training, where
hillwalkers can develop self-reliance
and learn to deal with the personal
challenges that the environment
throws at them. At the other end there
are the international guides, with the
UIAA stamp of approval, proven
professionals in all aspects of
mountaineering, leading people to
places beyond their own personal
comfort zones. Referring to levels in
mountaineering creates a hierarchy
where people are above or below each
other, something which many would
not be comfortable with but which is

certainly useful in the world of mountain training,
where it is essential to understand who can lead,
teach and assess others in the skills of
mountaineering. However, there are more than
just levels of expertise in the mountains. There are
also levels of passion, commitment and
appreciation that are important in the practice of
our sport.

As I have progressed in the sport, training and
obtaining qualifications have become an important
part of my mountaineering life, and now will be
even more so as the MCI’s Training Officer, as we
develop this newly created role. But, I would like
to think that I was chosen to fulfil this role not just
because of my training and qualifications, but also
because of my mind-set and my passion for the
sport.

This brings me back to the question of “Is this
the best job in the world?” To be honest, I have to
say that I don’t think so. It is a hobby, a passion, a
lifestyle, a social arena and, of course, the best job
in the universe!

Tim Orr, MCI’s Training Officer
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Is this the best job in the
world, or what?

News in Brief

An Óige to open new
hostel at Errigal
The new five-star An Óige Hostel
located at the foot of Mount Errigal is
set to open on July 20th, 2007. The
new hostel will have 66 beds and all
rooms will be en suite. It will also have
fully equipped conference facilities.
The hostel is said to have panoramic
views of Errigal and the Poisoned Glen,
and is near Glenveagh National Park
and the sandy beaches on Donegal’s
coastline. For bookings, contact Karl
Harold, Manager, Errigal Youth Hostel,
Dunlewy, Gweedore, Co Donegal.

Raw Outdoors film
and adventure festival in
Hillsborough in October
October 3rd 2007 will see the launch
of a Film and Adventure Festival that
Raw Outdoors is bringing to
Hillsborough, Co Down. It will be a
four-day event of unparallelled
entertainment on mountain-based
activities, incorporating films from
the prestigious Banff festival and from
sports, culture, arts and mountain
communities. The explorer Sir
Ranulph Fiennes will open the festival,
while experienced mountaineers
including Dawson Stelfox will discuss
environmental issues.

There will be running, cycling and
canoeing races, for families and
professional athletes separately, as
well as other activities including
archery, climbing wall, kayaking and
steeple races. In short, there will be
something to whet everyone’s
appetite for outdoor adventure.

It is planned to make this festival
an annual event and provide an
opportunity for people to experience
firsthand some of the world’s greatest
minds and find out more on how to
enjoy the great outdoors.

Mount Errigal.

News



Ross Millar

The workshop “Which Way Next?” was held in Lurgan on 26th April,  facilitated by
Ross Millar and Dawson Stelfox, with Stuart Garland, MCI’s Chief Officer, in
attendance. It was held in association with the Ulster Federation of Rambling
Clubs (UFRC) to consider a common position on access issues. The Council for
Nature Conservation and the Countryside (CNCC) in Northern Ireland is currently
preparing a position paper on access for submission to the Department of the
Environment in their statutory advisory role. It was intended that the workshop
inform their deliberations.

The workshop participants represented a range of interests including the
UFRC, local authorities, Ulster Farmers’ Union, Outdoor Education, The Sports
Council, Causeway Coast and Glens Heritage Trust, CAAN, RoSA and the Lough
Neagh and Lower Bann Partnership.

Ross Millar highlighted a number of matters which will potentially impact on
both the provision and the desire for countryside access in Northern Ireland:
• landowners’ perceptions and the joint leaflet on ‘Occupier’s Liability’ from

the Departments of the Environment and of Finance and Personnel;
• the failings of the Access to the Countryside Order (1983);
• access to publicly-owned land;
• What sort of access do we want?

The workshop first discussed “What sort of access can we achieve?” – given
the lack of success to date by District Councils in securing permissive paths and
asserting rights-of-way. Much of this lack of success was attributed to the issue of
occupier’s liability. Some present had seen the joint leaflet on occupier’s liability
and many believed it was wordy, legalistic, made no reference to recreational
users (as distinct from trespassers) and was doomed to failure in terms of
changing landowners’ perceptions and attitudes. The UFRC are communicating
their concerns to the Department of Finance and Personnel.

There was general consensus that the current attitude of the Office of Law
Reform (OLR) will not improve access and that this is not likely to change in the
short term. However, the OLR have said that the law on occupier’s liability should
be considered as part of a wider review of access legislation (as had happened
within the CROW Act in England and Wales) rather than in isolation.

Three types of access were identified:
• Defined routes – these could be short or long, linear or circular. In general,

there are a number of programmes in place to achieve this type of access
route (e.g. Waymarked Ways).

• Linear access routes from the public road or car parks to unenclosed land.
• General access on areas of open, unenclosed land.

The importance of access to the coastline and water resources was discussed,
and the need for any access to be secure. The general consensus was that what
we should aim for should be realistic and thus achievable. The UFRC stated that
they were keen to pursue the Scottish model of Freedom to Roam but realised
that this might be an aspiration and some way away. However, the UFU felt that
it would be totally unachievable and could lead to outright hostility, which would
not be in anyone’s interest.

The workshop then discussed ‘What was in it for farmers and landowners?’ –
a matter highlighted in the recent Mournes National Park debate. There was a
consensus that farmers could and should be paid for maintenance of routes and
the provision of infrastructure, but not for access itself. The previous EU-funded
access scheme was discussed and there was a feeling that any new scheme should
be exchequer-funded, and thus secure, as removal of this EU funding had caused
problems both north and south. The transfer of any liability under the Occupier’s
Liability Act from landowners to the local authorities would be one major
advantage for landowners entering into access agreements or permissive path
arrangements.

The MCI is keen to pursue the issue of access to open country and the
potential threats from the potential privatisation of the Water Service and the
current attitude of the Forest Service. Dawson Stelfox highlighted the need for
security of access to allow recreational users to get to the open, unenclosed hill
and mountain land, and how this could be threatened as so few such routes are
currently rights-of-way. The recent Labour Party manifesto on access in the
Republic of Ireland was an important step in the right direction.

It was agreed that access should include the right of access to all public land and
that it was important to ensure that, in the current privatisation/agentisation process,
the politicians were lobbied on this issue and that the needs of public recreation were
not simply overlooked. It was felt that a move to a Local Assembly presented
opportunities on a number of fronts, with more direct and accountable contact with
Ministers. There was a possibility that a political champion might emerge.

The implications of RPA were discussed and how the local authorities would also
become the highway authorities and the opportunities this presented. It was agreed that
this was an evolving situation, which would need monitoring.

The issue of anti-social behaviour was raised, particularly in the urban fringe areas.
It was agreed that a wardening or advisory service to farmers was essential and the
experience of the Mournes was quoted as a good example in that regard.

Actions
A number of ‘actions’ were suggested:
• That organisations should take steps to record current access provision and what

provision they wanted or needed. CAAN was already collating activity sites and
would welcome further information. This might lead to the preparation of
definitive maps of access land, if a CROW type of approach was to be adopted.

• That communication needed to be ongoing and that some thought should be
given to establishing some sort of national (and indeed local) Access Forums.
CAAN had suggested to DoE and EHS that it could take on that role, but they had
declined. SCNI are currently considering a Mournes Access Forum to address
some of the negative effects of the recent National Park consultation process.

• That we needed to impress on the Assembly (probably through OFM/DFM) the
importance of the wider health and education agendas and that this was not
simply ‘enthusiast recreation,’ or just for a few.

• That the proposed Forest Service legislation, which includes reference to a right
of access to state forests on foot, needed to be broadened to include other uses
and activities.

• That the message needs to be widely disseminated as to what sort of access we
want.

• The advantages to landowners of entering into access agreements need to be
spelled out – mainly the passing on of any liability to the local authority.
The MCI is currently reviewing and refining its access policy, which needs to be

relevant to the whole island of Ireland, i.e. to both jurisdictions, and this workshop
was extremely helpful in assisting that process. The general consensus at the
workshop was that it had been very worthwhile and that it should be repeated,
possibly twice yearly, to review developments. 

“Which Way Next?”
– a report from the Lurgan workshop on access

Walking in the Mournes.
PHOTO: LEE CAMPBELL

News
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MCI News

Stuart Garland, Chief Officer

After more than 10 years, the MCI website is being redeveloped. We are, of
course, very grateful to those who worked on the previous website, which has
served the MCI well over the years, including Simon Stewart, who originally
developed the site, and Mairead Kennedy. In the current MCI Strategic
Development Plan 2005-2008, communications was one of the key areas where
improvements were to be made. Clearly, these days, having an effective and
user-friendly website is an important means of communication with our
members and with the wider public. However, improving the website is just
one of the strategies we are working on to improve our communications.

The new website has been developed to make the whole experience of
navigating the site to get the information needed a lot easier. The site has been
divided into much clearer sections of information. You will now be able to
renew individual memberships online, browse our online shop for guidebooks,
update your contact details and find all the information you need relating to
the MCI and mountaineering.

Over 120 replies were received to our online website survey telling us what
you wanted from the MCI website. Many of those suggestions have been taken
into consideration in the design and layout of the new site. Many thanks to all
of you who took the time to contribute to the project. You can still contribute
your opinion by emailing stuart@mountaineering.ie.

Amongst the many new features of the site will be an e-zine called
Mountaineering Matters, published monthly to keep members up-to-date with
news, information and latest events between editions of the Irish Mountain
Log. The MCI office staff are currently updating the list of email addresses on
record and if you wish to receive Mountaineering Matters simply send an email
to subscribe@mountaineering.ie. You will also be able to subscribe and
unsubscribe via the new website.

The website and the e-zine are some of the ways of communicating with
our members, and more developments in the field of communications will be
made over the coming months. If you would like to make a contribution on

how we can better improve services to our members, contact Ciara Hinksman,
Members’ Support Officer, by phone on (01) 625 1115 or by emailing
ciara@mountaineering.ie.

Details of all MCI member clubs will be listed on the website, and Club
Secretaries will be able to update their club profiles and have information on
their club’s activities online. Updates of club profiles can be sent to
news@mountaineering.ie.

ITS New Media based in Newry won the tender process to design the new
website. The new site is sponsored by Lowe Alpine, who are celebrating 40
years in Ireland.

MCI’s website, www.mountaineering.ie,
gets a major revamp

Dawson Stelfox & Stuart Garland

Following the AGM on 10th February, seven new
members were appointed to the Board of the MCI
to fill vacant places. The new members are Jane
Fenlon, Tómas Aylward, Jerry O’Dwyer, Dawson
Stelfox, Vincent McAlinden, Ursula MacPherson
and Moira Creedon, who join the existing
members Declan O’Keeffe (President), Patrick
O’Sullivan (Honorary Treasurer), Ross Millar and
Ruairí O Conchúir, thus bringing the Board up to
its full strength. Ross Millar has taken over the role
of Honorary Secretary from Sé O’Hanlon, who
stepped down from the Board in April.

It is worth noting that with Tómas Aylward as
the new Chair of BOS and Ross Millar as the new
Chair of Mountain Leader Training Northern
Ireland, the MCI Board has direct input from both
the mountain training boards for the first time.

At the first meeting of the new Board on
March 28th, Dawson Stelfox was elected
Chairman. This is a new position, recommended

by an external audit carried out of the governance
of NGBs by the Sports Councils. The aim is to allow
the President to concentrate on representing the
MCI with external organisations, and to focus on
long-term policy, whilst the Chair deals with the
more immediate issues of co-ordination of policy
and working with the new Chief Officer, Stuart
Garland, to manage the day-to-day business of
MCI. In practice, Declan and Dawson will be
working closely together, with Stuart and with the
Board, to take forward the MCI’s current
Development Plan and to progress new initiatives.
All of these appointments are for one year only, as
the next full election to the Board, for a two-year
term of office for all places, is due at the next AGM
in February 2008.

The new Board has a wealth of strengths and
knowledge of all aspects of walking and climbing.
The second meeting took place on April 28th, in
the Mournes, and focused on the major issues that
are affecting all hill users in Ireland.

Our third Board meeting took place on June

19th and focused on Access, Communications and
Youth Development. With a strengthened staff
team and Board, it might be tempting to sit back
and think that everything is being taken care of,
but in reality, volunteers from the membership are
needed more than ever to take the initiative on
various issues such as local access problems,
guidebook co-ordination, youth training
programmes, and others. We intend to identify
regional representatives around the country who
will act as local co-ordinators to work with the staff
and ensure effectiveness at local level, in particular
in relation to training needs and access problems.

So, just because the MCI now has more staff
resources than it ever had, and a strengthened
Board, it is not the time to sit back and assume that
these changes will solve all of the problems. On
the contrary, with strong volunteer input, the staff
can achieve so much more and ensure that the
direction of the MCI is led by its members.

New board for MCI

Sample page of revamped website.



News

Pete Smith

The third Culdaff Climbfest was a huge success,
with people flocking to Donegal’s Inishowen
peninsula from all over Europe. Most of the visitors
were from Northern Ireland and Dublin, but there
were also Poles, Germans, Dutchmen, Welshmen
and Scots, to name just a few of the other
nationalities that made their way there. Ninety
tents were pitched behind the pier at Bunagee and
local guesthouses reported extra trade. There were
an estimated 200 visitors over the Climbfest
weekend and no one went home disappointed.

The fun started on Friday night with a bonfire
and a party for the early arrivals, followed by a dry
night and an early breakfast at McGrory’s. Saturday
dawned bright and sunny and people were arriving
all day, with tents being added to the “village” at
Bunagee. Climbing took place at Dunowen, Malin
Head, Port-a-Doris, Kinnego Bay and, with
unprecedented crowds, at the popular Dunmore
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Topo photograph of Dunmore Head, Inishowen, Co Donegal.
PHOTO: WWW.CLIMBFEST.CO.UK

Head. Beginners were made welcome and several
Colmcille Club members gave up the opportunity
to climb in order to assist new climbers and
children on some of the crag’s easier routes.

The evening saw the rain coming in and the
long spell of good weather broke just as the
barbeque and party got under way back at the
campsite. This didn’t deter the hardy crowd, but
the scheduled fireworks show was in danger of
succumbing to the weather. Luckily, Valli Schafer,
the club pyrotechnician, deemed the conditions
safe and the nine-foot fire was lit at about 11:00pm,
followed by an awesome display of fireworks.

Sunday was showery and breezy, but climbing

was possible between rain showers and the wind
kept the rock drying. Some people left, but many
opted to stay for the bank holiday and see the
whole weekend through.

Grateful thanks must go to Alan Tees for his
tireless organisational efforts – he singlehandedly
makes this annual event happen; to McGrory’s for
sponsoring the t-shirts; to Valli Schafer for the
fireworks; to Margaret Tees for registering
climbers as they arrived; to the people of Culdaff
for their welcome and their patience; and to all the
enthusiastic climbers who travelled so far to enjoy
this celebration of Irish climbing.
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