
The Compass 



Mountain Skills 

MS1: 

• 5 D’s: 
• Distance 

• Direction 

• Duration 

• Description 

• Destination 

• Pacing 

• Timing 

• Feature Recognition 

• Grid references 

MS2: 

• Compass work 
• Taking a bearing 

• Following a bearing 

• Back bearing 

• Steep ground work 

• Navigation techniques: 
• Aiming off 

• Simple resection 

• Night navigation 



  



The Compass 

• To understand the compass we 
need to understand what 
“north” really means… 

 

 

 

 

• A compass doesn’t point at the 
north pole… 
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A Compass 



A Compass 



Taking a Bearing 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wwnt9oZvy3o

